Fall 2026 
Social Work 603: Research Methods in Social Work

Professor: Gordon Limb, PhD, ACSW
Class Time and Place: 
     Section 1: Mondays 10:00-11:50am in KMBL 102
     Section 2: Mondays 1:00-2:50pm in KMBL 102  
Office Location: JFSB 2165 
Office Phone: 422-6649
Office Hours: by appointment
Email:gordon_limb@byu.edu

Teaching Assistants: Jessica King and Savannah Flanary 


Course Purpose
This 2-credit fall class is the first in a two-part sequence of courses designed to guide MSW students through the steps of writing a publishable quantitative research paper. Students will build their understanding of research methods and study design, APA writing, descriptive statistics, and learn how to conduct data preparation and analysis in STATA statistical software. In this sequence, you will create the first part of a publishable paper, which for this semester includes using one of several available secondary datasets to 1) formulate a clear, testable research question, 2) identify correct independent and dependent variables, cleaning and preparing data in STATA for analysis, 3) write an introduction and theory-based literature review in APA format, 4) use descriptive statistical techniques to summarize key variables and describe your sample, and 5) prepare a first draft of the Method section. You will also be prepared to continue your work in statistical methods, data analysis, and results writing during Winter semester, where you will complete your publishable paper and create a research poster to share your findings at the Fulton student research conference in April 2027. 

Course Outcomes and BYU Aims of an Education
Each of the class sessions, assignments, and activities for this course fit within one of the following course outcomes. These outcomes also support BYU’s Aims of a Education:
1. Find, evaluate, and synthesize scholarly evidence in social work in order to become educated consumers and producers of research.
BYU Aim: Intellectually Enlarging; Leading to Lifelong Learning and Service
2. Develop a clear, testable quantitative research question using an approved secondary dataset, and identify appropriate independent, dependent, and control variables.
BYU Aim: Intellectually Enlarging
3. Build foundational research and data analysis skills by using STATA to prepare data, manage study variables, and conduct basic descriptive statistical analyses.
BYU Aim: Intellectually Enlarging; Leading to Lifelong Learning and Service
4. Strengthen APA scholarly writing skills by developing an introduction, theory-based literature review, and APA-formatted Table 1 for an original quantitative research study that contributes to the social work knowledge base.
BYU Aim: Intellectually Enlarging; Character Building
5. Strengthen your relationship with and testimony of Jesus Christ and His Prophets and Apostles by approaching research, writing, and professional development with integrity, humility, compassion, and a Christ-like commitment to serving others.
BYU Aim: Spiritually Strengthening; Character Building; Leading to Lifelong Learning and Service

Class Structure
· Class is held on Mondays for 2 hours/week. Most classes will include a brief quiz; student-led spiritual reflection; lecture covering research methods, basic statistics, APA formatting, and STATA.
· Extra TA Lab (1 hour/week, optional): Hands-on support with STATA, APA writing, assignment help, and exam review. TAs will send out schedule. 

[bookmark: _jck7hlylr9ew]Program Outcomes
Each program at BYU has developed a set of expected student learning outcomes. For the School of Social Work, these include the 9 competencies required by the Council on Social Work Education (CSWE) as well as the four aims of a BYU Education. These will help you understand the objectives of the curriculum in the program, including this class. To learn the expected student outcomes for the program go to https://learningoutcomes.byu.edu/ and click on the College of Family, Home and Social Sciences and then the School of Social Work. 

Course Learning Outcomes
CSWE 2022 Competency 4
Engage in practice-informed research and research-informed practice.

CSWE 2022 Competency 9
Evaluate practice with individuals, families, groups, organizations, and communities.

Competency Assessments
The following bullet points outline how Competency 4, engaging in practice-informed research and research-informed practice, is assessed in this course, including the corresponding knowledge, values, skills, and cognitive and affective processes necessary for learning and developing competence (see assignment descriptions for further details):

· The Research Proposal assesses student’s knowledge and values for engaging in practice-informed research and research-informed practice.
· Paper 1 requires students to understand the fundamentals of research methods and literature on their topic (knowledge), assess how their personal values and those of other authors may impact their interpretation of research (values), use prior research to inform the creation of a research question (skills), and apply their knowledge in composing the introduction and literature review sections of an original research paper (processes). This paper helps students understand how to engage in practice-informed research and research-informed practice.

In order to be considered proficient in Competency 4, students must receive an 80% or better on both the Research Proposal and Paper 1. If a student is not proficient, he/she will complete remediation with the professor and follow remediation instructions as outlined in the BYU School of Social Work MSW Student Handbook. Failure to remediate by the end of the semester results in an “Incomplete” grade until remediation is completed, nd a “Marginal” progress report rating for that semester. See the MSW Handbook for more information.

The following bullet point outlines how Competency 9, evaluate practice with individuals, families, groups, organizations, and communities, is assessed in this course, including the corresponding knowledge, values, skills, and cognitive and affective processes necessary for learning and developing competence (see assignment descriptions for further details):

· The Final Exam requires that students individually demonstrate knowledge, values, skills and processes of various APA writing (part 2, section 1 ks), statistical tests in STATA (part 2, section 2 ksp), and how they should use and apply them in social work research (part 2, section 3 kvsp). These knowledge, values, skills, and processes are essential to evaluating research and practice. This test helps students understand how to conduct and consume research with individuals, families, groups, organizations, and communities; leading to better social work practice.
· The Summary of Three Research Articles assignment assesses students’ knowledge and skills in engaging and evaluating research with individuals, families, groups, organizations, and communities. 

In order to be considered proficient in Competency 9, students must receive an 80% or better on the Summary of Three Research Articles assignment and the Final Exam. If a student is not proficient, he/she will complete remediation with the professor and follow remediation instructions as outlined in the BYU School of Social Work MSW Student Handbook. Failure to remediate by the end of the semester results in an “Incomplete” grade until remediation is completed, and a “Marginal” progress report rating for that semester. See the MSW Handbook for more information.

Materials
Required 
Hoffmann, J. P. (2016). Linear regression analysis: Applications and assumptions (3rd Edition). BYU self publication.  Free book on Canvas

DeCarlo, M. (2025). Scientific inquiry in social work. Free book. Available at https://socialsci.libretexts.org/Bookshelves/Social_Work_and_Human_Services/Scientific_Inquiry_in_Social_Work_(DeCarlo)  

American Psychological Association (2019). Publication manual of the American Psychological Association (7th ed.). Washington, DC: Author. 

Attendance Policy: 
1. Demonstrate charity towards others (including the instructor) at all times. The instructor will do the same. 
2. After your first absence, each additional absence will result in a 2-point reduction in your overall course grade. Exceptions must be requested well in advance and approved in writing (i.e., email) by the professor.

3. After your first tardy (5 minutes late or leaving 15 minutes early) each additional tardy will result in a 1-point reduction in your overall course grade. Exceptions must be requested well in advance and approved in writing (i.e., email) by the professor.

4. Assignments (not quizzes or tests) can be turned in up to 24 hours past their due date, but you will only be eligible to receive a maximum of 50% of the total possible points. Exceptions must be requested well in advance and approved in writing (i.e., email) by the professor.
5. Unless the syllabus says otherwise, all assignments should be considered individual assignments. Collaborating with other students is permitted but you must do your own work. Plagiarism is using someone else’s work and either taking credit for it as your own work or not giving them credit for it. This is considered academic dishonesty, and may be dealt with by the instructor, school, college, and university as such.

Artificial Intelligence/Generative AI Statement
In this course, you are encouraged to use Artificial Intelligence (AI) effectively. If used properly, it can help you understand concepts and become more efficient in your work. It should be treated like a Teaching Assistant (TA). You may use AI to review, critique, and provide feedback on your original ideas, structure, analysis, or grammar. However, just as you would never ask a TA to write a paper or conduct an analysis for you, you should not use AI to generate your writing or your clinical/research analysis.

This policy aligns with the BYU Honor Code and the NASW Code of Ethics principles of Competence and Integrity.
Allowed Uses (AI as a Reviewer)
· Critique and Feedback: Pasting your completed paragraphs into an AI tool and asking: "How can I improve the flow or structural logic of this argument?"
· Grammar Coaching: Asking AI to check your original writing for typos, passive voice, or APA style compliance.
· Brainstorming: Generating broad ideas or exploring different perspectives on social work topics to kickstart your own research.
· Checking STATA mistakes: When you get an error code in your STATA analysis, it is permitted to copy the error code and your command script into AI to ask what you did wrong or how to fix the syntax.
Prohibited Uses (AI as a Creator)
· Outsourced Writing: Prompting AI to draft entire paragraphs, introductions, conclusions, or full papers for you, even if you edit them later.
· Automated Analysis: Asking AI to analyze a case study, conceptualize a clinical intervention, STATA syntax, or summarize a research article for you that you copy and paste into your paper.
· Privacy Violations: Uploading any real client, agency, or field placement data into a public generative AI engine. This is a violation of professional confidentiality.
Transparency & Accountability
If you use AI to review your work, include a brief Disclosure Statement at the end of your assignment detailing what you asked AI to do (e.g., "ChatGPT was used to check this paper for grammar and transition flow"). You are always 100% accountable for the final product. If the AI suggests incorrect data, fake references, or biased assertions and you include them, you maintain full academic responsibility.

	Grading
	




95+% = A
90-94.4% = A-
88-89.4%=B+
84-87.4% = B
80-83.4% = B-
78-79.4% = C+
74-77.4% = C
70-73.4% = C-
68-69.4% = D+
64-67.4% = D
60-63.4% = D-
<60% = F


Weekly Quizzes (Starting in Week 2)
Most classes will begin with a brief 3-question, low-stakes quiz. Each quiz will assess important concepts and skills from the previous week's class. Quizzes may include conceptual questions, application questions, interpretation of research examples, APA format, and/or brief STATA-related questions. There will be 10 quizzes worth 3 points each, for a total of 30 points. Quizzes cannot be taken outside of class.

[bookmark: _7s5kk2peyj6e][bookmark: _ctvxaflckec4]Grading Breakdown
	Week
	Assignment
	Points

	Week 2
	CITI Certificate
	2

	Week 2
	Research Ethics 
	5

	Week 2
	STATA Practice #1
	5

	Weeks 2-7, 9-12
	Weekly Quizzes (10 quizzes x 3 points)
	30

	Week 3
	STATA Practice #2 - Creating and Recoding Variables
	5

	Week 3
	Article Review
	5

	Week 3
	Spiritually Strengthening Assignment, Part 1 - Proposal
	5

	Week 4
	Draft Research Question and Summary of 3 Research Articles
	5

	Week 4
	Variables and Measurement Write-a-Test
	5

	Week 5
	Research Proposal
	10

	Week 5
	Sampling Write-a-Test
	5

	Week 6
	STATA Practice #3 - Data Cleaning and Verification
	5

	Week 6
	Research Design and Threats to Internal Validity Write-a-Test
	5

	Week 8
	Table 1 + STATA Output
	5

	Week 8
	Midterm Exam
	10

	Week 9
	Annotated Bibliography
	5

	Week 11
	Correlation Output + APA Interpretation
	5

	Week 11
	Peer Review of Introduction and Literature Review
	2

	Week 13
	Paper 1 - Final Introduction and Literature Review
	25

	Week 13
	Paper 2 - First Draft of Method Section
	5

	Week 13
	Faith, Integrity, and Research Practice Reflection
	5

	Week 13
	Final Exam + Annotated .do File
	10

	Weeks 4-13
	Spiritually Strengthening Assignment, Part 2 - Student-Led Spiritual Reflection
	2

	Weeks 1-13
	Course Readings and Videos
	5


Total: 146 points
Class Schedule

The professor may change the class schedule as professional or class-specific circumstances arise. The professor will make sure any changes are clearly explained with as much advanced notice as possible.

	Week
	Date
	Lecture Topics
	Readings
	Assignment Due

	1
	Sep 14
	Orientation, Ethics & Datasets Overview of course structure, ethics, and CITI certification. Intro to academic integrity and using AI tools for research, such as Elicit. Review available datasets (SPEAM, STEP, etc.) and related codebooks.  Introduction to publishable paper components. 

	DeCarlo 5.1-5.4 and 14.4; Hoffmann, Appendix A, pp. 265-266 (datasets, codebooks, coding, basic data inspection). Videos: “An Introduction to Stata A”; “An Introduction to Stata B”; FHSS “CD and Import”; Access STATA online: BYU Cloud Apps.
	—

	2
	Sep 21
	Writing Research Questions
How to formulate measurable, focused research questions using IV/DV/control logic
	DeCarlo 8.2, 8.3, and 8.6; Hoffmann, Chapter 2, pp. 20-21 (outcome/explanatory variables). FHSS video: “Names and Labels” (labeling variables and values in Stata). Spiritually Strengthening integration: Jack N. Gerard (2024), “Integrity: A Christlike Attribute.”
	CITI Certificate; Research Ethics, STATA Practice #1; Quiz

	3
	Sep 28
	Operationalization & Measurement
Operationalizing latent variables; levels of measurement; reliability and bias
	DeCarlo 9.1-9.5; Hoffmann, Chapter 12, pp. 192-194 (measurement error and data screening). Spiritually Strengthening integration: Dallin H. Oaks (2017), “Challenges to the Mission of Brigham Young University,” (what we choose to measure and research in the spirit of service).
	STATA Practice #2 - Creating and Recoding Variables; Article Review; Spiritually Strengthening Assignment, Part 1 - Proposal; Quiz

	4
	Oct 5
	Sampling Methods
Sampling strategies (random, stratified, purposive, snowball). Generalizability and bias
	DeCarlo 10.1, 10.3, and 10.4.
	Draft Research Question and Summary of 3 Research Articles; Variables and Measurement Write-a-Test; Quiz; Student-Led Spiritual Reflection begins

	5
	Oct 12
	Study Design & Validity and Data Cleaning & Descriptive Statistics
Cross-sectional vs. longitudinal design. Threats to internal validity
	DeCarlo 7.2 and 12.3; Hoffmann, Appendix A, pp. 267-271 (missing data and transition into variable coding). FHSS Videos: “Creation and deletion” and “Duplicates”. Spiritually Strengthening integration: Jennifer B. Nielson (2015), “Experiment and Experience” (BYU devotional; focus on the opening replication example and “Gain Truth” section).
	Research Proposal; Sampling Write-a-Test; Quiz

	6
	Oct  19
	Scale Construction & Reliability
Building scales, assessing internal consistency with Cronbach’s alpha
	DeCarlo 9.3 and 9.4; Hoffmann, Appendix A, pp. 272-273 (scale construction, reverse coding, row means, and checking recodes); Shafer video “measurement, reliability, and validity.”
	STATA Practice #3 - Data Cleaning and Verification; Research Design and Threats to Internal Validity Write-a-Test; Quiz

	7
	Oct  26
	More Data Cleaning & Descriptive Statistics 
Writing Table 1. 

	Hoffmann, Chapter 1, pp. 1-10 (descriptive statistics) and Appendix A, pp. 274 (checking distributions after recoding); FHSS videos: “data cleaning in Stata”, Purdue OWL, “APA Tables and Figures.”
	Quiz

	8
	Nov 2
	Midterm Exam (In Class)
Covers research methods, sampling, measurement, STATA syntax, and Table 1 interpretation. 
	No readings due.
	Table 1 + STATA Output; Midterm Exam

	9
	Nov 9
	Writing the Literature Review and Integrating Theory
Structure of a literature review: intro, theory, variable-by-variable summary, incorporating theory
	DeCarlo 4.1-4.3 and 6.2 (literature review synthesis, writing, and integration of theory). Spiritually Strengthening integration: Dallin H. Oaks (2018), “Truth and the Plan.”
	Introduction Draft - Peer Feedback; Annotated Bibliography; Quiz

	10
	Nov 16
	Correlation & APA Interpretation
Pearson correlation; interpreting strength/direction of relationships
	Hoffmann, Chapter 1, pp. 10-11 and 18-19 (Pearson correlations and Stata examples); Robinson & Wilson, “10.8: Correlations” (Pearson vs. Spearman and when Spearman is appropriate); Purdue OWL, “Numbers and Statistics”; see the writing resources in Canvas.
	Introduction Draft - Professor/TA Feedback; Quiz

	11
	Nov 23
	Method Section & Final Exam Prep
In-class peer review and review of concepts.
	Review DeCarlo 4.2-4.3 and 6.2; bring your literature review draft for peer review.
	Correlation Output + APA Interpretation; Peer Review of Introduction and Literature Review; Literature Review Draft - Peer Feedback; Quiz

	12
	Nov 30
	Final Exam Prep and lab time to work on Paper 1 

	Review DeCarlo 4.3; use the writing resources in Canvas while revising the literature review.
	Literature Review Draft - Professor/TA Feedback; Quiz

	13
	Dec 7
	Final Exam (in class) & STATA Submission
In-class final exam. Submit annotated .do file.
	Spiritually Strengthening integration — Mirabella Archibald Keogh (2026), “The Pursuit of Lifelong Discipleship,” BYU April 2026 Commencement student address.
	Paper 1 - Final Introduction and Literature Review; Paper 2 - First Draft of Method Section; Faith, Integrity, and Research Practice Reflection; Final Exam + Stata Annotated .do file; Readings score, Spiritually Strengthening Assignment, Part 2


Readings and Videos links (complete before class)
Week 1: DeCarlo 5.1-5.4 and 14.4; Hoffmann, Appendix A, pp. 265-266 (datasets, codebooks, coding, basic data inspection). Videos: "An Introduction to Stata A"; "An Introduction to Stata B"FHSS "CD and Import"; Access STATA online: BYU Cloud Apps
Week 2: DeCarlo 8.2, 8.3, and 8.6; Hoffmann, Chapter 2, pp. 20-21 (outcome/explanatory variables). FHSS video: “Names and Labels” (labeling variables and values in Stata). Spiritually Strengthening integration: Jack N. Gerard (2024), "Integrity: A Christlike Attribute."
Week 3: DeCarlo 9.1-9.5; Hoffmann, Chapter 12, pp. 192-194 (measurement error and data screening). Spiritually Strengthening integration: Dallin H. Oaks (2017), “Challenges to the Mission of Brigham Young University,” (what we choose to measure and research in the spirit of service).
Week 4: DeCarlo 10.1, 10.3, and 10.4.
Week 5: DeCarlo 7.2 and 12.3; Hoffmann, Appendix A, pp. 267-271 (missing data and transition into variable coding). FHSS Videos: “Creation and deletion” and “Duplicates”. Spiritually Strengthening integration: Jennifer B. Nielson (2015), “Experiment and Experience” (BYU devotional; focus on the opening replication example and “Gain Truth” section).
Week 6: DeCarlo 9.3 and 9.4; Hoffmann, Appendix A, pp. 272-273 (scale construction, reverse coding, row means, and checking recodes); Shafer video "measurement, reliability, and validity."
Week 7: Hoffmann, Chapter 1, pp. 1-10 (descriptive statistics) and Appendix A, pp. 274 (checking distributions after recoding); FHSS videos: "data cleaning in Stata", Purdue OWL, "APA Tables and Figures."
Week 8: No readings due. 
Week 9: DeCarlo 4.1-4.3 and 6.2 (literature review synthesis, writing, and integration of theory). Spiritually Strengthening integration: Dallin H. Oaks (2018), “Truth and the Plan” 
Week 10: Hoffmann, Chapter 1, pp. 10-11 and 18-19 (Pearson correlations and Stata examples); Robinson & Wilson, “10.8: Correlations” (Pearson vs. Spearman and when Spearman is appropriate); Purdue OWL, “Numbers and Statistics”; see the writing resources in Canvas.
Week 11: Review DeCarlo 4.2-4.3 and 6.2; bring the literature review draft for peer review.
Week 12: Review DeCarlo 4.3; use the writing resources in Canvas while revising the literature review.
Week 13: Spiritually Strengthening integration — Mirabella Archibald Keogh (2026), “The Pursuit of Lifelong Discipleship,” BYU April 2026 Commencement student address.
Free online links:
DeCarlo online text; Robinson & Wilson: 10.8 Correlations  BYU Cloud Apps; FHSS Stata Workshops


Assignment Descriptions:
[bookmark: _Hlk175657273]Spiritually strengthening assignment:
This assignment has two parts. The first part involves stretching and strengthening yourself spiritually throughout the semester. By the end of the day on week 3, you will turn in a proposal for what you will do to increase your spirituality this semester. This proposal should include specific activities, your proposed time commitment, and how this will be a stretch for you to draw closer to the Savior. The expected time commitment is a minimum of one hour a week but should be adjusted to fit your needs. Example activities include prayer, meditation, scripture study, temple attendance, Come Follow Me, family history, spiritually themed books or talks, etc. You are welcome, if during the semester your plan is not working, to update it. Simply email the instructor with the updated plan. During class on the last day, you will give yourself a grade on how well you achieved your proposed goal. This will account for 5 points toward your overall grade.

Part 2 involves a 5-minute student led spiritual reflection at the start of each class beginning on Week 4. Each week, for both semesters, students will sign up to give a spiritual reflection and a spiritual experience you have had recently. The instructor will send around a sign up sheet for students to sign up to lead this spiritual refection (part of the spiritual reflection is giving the opening prayer). For students who are not able to sign up, you will record a short spiritual reflection and post it sometime during the semester on Canvas. This will account for 2 points toward your overall grade. This assignment helps meet Course Outcome 5 and BYU Aim- Spiritually Strengthening. 

CITI Training Certificate 
Completion of CITI training provides you with foundational instruction in the ethical principles, federal regulations, and institutional expectations that guide research involving human subjects. BYU uses the CITI Program to meet its human subjects research ethics training requirement.  The training is available through the BYU IRB CITI Training page. If you have not previously completed CITI human subjects research training, select the Social & Behavioral Research Investigators/Mentors course. You will need to affiliate with Brigham Young University–Provo, UT and use your BYU email address when registering.  BYU’s basic CITI training is valid for five years. If your training has expired, you will need to complete the required refresher course. After completing the training, download your Completion Certificate and upload a copy to Canvas. BYU notes that the Completion Certificate is generally sufficient documentation for research courses requiring students to complete human subjects ethics training. This assignment helps meet Course Outcome 3 and BYU Aim: Character Building. This will account for 2 points toward your overall grade.

Research Question Draft and Summary of Three Research Articles
Developing a research question begins with understanding what is already known about a topic. In this assignment, students develop a draft quantitative research question and examine three scholarly, peer-reviewed articles related to that question. Students practice identifying important findings, evaluating research evidence, and using the literature to refine their own research question. This assignment provides an early foundation for the research question and variables that will guide the research paper. This assignment helps meet Course Outcome 3 and the BYU Aim: Intellectually Enlarging, Lifelong Learning and Service. This assignment will account for 5 points toward your overall grade.

Article Review
Learning how to read and critically evaluate empirical research is an important research skill. In this assignment, you will examine the Introduction and Literature Review of one peer-reviewed research article to identify how researchers establish the importance of a study, synthesize prior research, identify gaps in the literature, and develop research questions and hypotheses. This assignment helps you become informed consumers of research and prepares them to use these same strategies when developing their own research paper. This assignment helps meet Course Outcome 1 and BYU Aim: Intellectually Enlarging, Lifelong Learning and Service. This will account for 5 points toward your overall grade.

Annotated Bibliography
A strong literature review requires a broad and carefully selected body of scholarly research. In this assignment, you will identify and critically evaluate 8-10 scholarly, peer-reviewed sources related to their research question, study variables, and theoretical perspective. Students practice summarizing and evaluating research, identifying themes and gaps across studies, and organizing evidence that will be used to write the Introduction and Literature Review of their own research paper. The annotated bibliography is intended to serve as the research foundation for the literature review rather than as the final literature review itself. This assignment helps meet Course Outcomes 2 and 4 and BYU Aim: Intellectually Enlarging. This will account for 5 points toward your overall grade.

Weekly Quizzes
Regular quizzes provide low-stakes retrieval practice to help you assess whether you are learning and retaining the most important concepts from class. Quizzes will take place at the beginning of class and cannot be taken outside of class. Each quiz will contain approximately three questions and will focus primarily on material covered in the previous week's class. Questions may include conceptual questions, research-methods applications, interpretation of research examples, and STATA exercises. These quizzes help meet Course Outcome 3 and the BYU Aim: Intellectually Enlarging. The 10 quizzes are worth 3 points each, for a total of 30 points toward your overall grade.

Stata Practice Assignment
The three STATA practice assignments help you apply foundational STATA skills by learning how to explore a dataset, create and recode research variables, clean and verify data, and correctly use STATA commands to document your work. The assignments build on one another and use a dataset so that you can develop skills in understanding, preparing, and managing data for social work research. These assignments help meet Course Outcomes 3 and 4 and BYU Aim: Intellectually Enlarging. These three parts will account for 15 points toward your overall grade.

Table 1 + Stata Output
This assignment helps you apply descriptive statistics to the SPEAM dataset (or your own data) by using STATA to summarize study variables and then translating the output into an APA-style Table 1. Students practice deciding which descriptive statistics are appropriate for different types of variables, accurately interpreting STATA output, and presenting their results clearly and professionally. This assignment builds on the earlier STATA practice assignments and prepares you to describe your participants and variables in your research paper. This assignment helps meet Course Outcomes 3 and 4 and the BYU Aim: Intellectually Enlarging. This assignment will account for 5 points toward your overall grade.

Write a Test
The Write a Test assignments are designed to help you learn research methods by thinking like both a researcher and a teacher. For each assignment, you will create questions, scenarios, and an answer key that could be used to assess another student's understanding of important research concepts. Creating a good test question requires that you understand the concept well enough to distinguish a correct answer from plausible incorrect answers. The three Write a Test assignments focus on (1) variables and measurement, (2) sampling, and (3) research design and threats to internal validity. Students are expected to write questions that emphasize application and reasoning rather than simple memorization and to provide a rationale explaining the correct answer. These assignments help meet Course Outcome 2 and the BYU Aim: Intellectually Enlarging. The three assignments are worth 15 points total (5 points each) toward your overall grade.

Research Proposal
The Research Proposal is the first opportunity for you to bring together the major elements of your proposed quantitative research study. Using an approved secondary dataset, students develop and refine a research question, explain the significance of the problem, review relevant research, identify a research gap, select an appropriate theoretical framework, identify their target population, and specify and describe their independent, dependent, and control variables. The proposal emphasizes alignment among the research question, literature, theory, population, and variables and prepares you to develop the Introduction and Literature Review sections of their publishable paper. This assignment helps meet Course Outcomes 2 and 4 and the BYU Aim: Intellectually Enlarging. This will account for 10 points toward your overall grade.

Correlation Exercise and APA Interpretation
This assignment helps you apply your knowledge of correlation to the SPEAM dataset by selecting an appropriate correlation procedure, using STATA to conduct and interpret Pearson and Spearman correlations, and reporting the results using APA-style language. Students will practice interpreting the direction, strength, and statistical significance of relationships and distinguishing between association and causation. This assignment builds on earlier STATA practice with variables and measurement and prepares you for later statistical analysis and results writing. This assignment helps meet Course Outcomes 3 and 4 and the BYU Aim: Intellectually Enlarging. This assignment will account for 5 points toward your overall grade.

Midterm
This test will cover all class lectures, discussions, and assignments up to the time of the test. It will likely be composed of true/false, multiple choice, STATA exercises, and various short answer questions (test format and details are subject to change at the professor’s discretion). This assignment helps meet Course Outcomes 1 and 3 and BYU Aim: Intellectually Enlarging. This will account for 10 points toward your overall grade.

Readings
Each week has assigned readings or videos to help you better understand the material. These readings and videos must be completed by class on the assigned day. This assignment helps meet Course Outcomes 3 and 4 and BYU Aim: Intellectually Enlarging. This will account for 5 points toward your overall grade.

Final Exam 
Part 1- out of class/take home: 
Faith, Integrity, and Research Practice Reflection
The purpose of this assignment is to help you reflect on how discipleship can shape the way you approach research, writing, and professional development. Social work research requires more than technical skill; it also requires integrity, humility, compassion, and a commitment to using knowledge in the service of others. For this assignment, write a 1–2 page single-spaced reflection (does not need to follow APA format) that addresses the following:
1. Identify one teaching from 1) Jesus Christ (from the scriptures) and one teaching from 2) modern day prophets and apostles, that can guide the way you approach research, writing, or professional development.
2. Explain how these teachings from #1 connect to at least one aspect of ethical and responsible research, such as honesty in writing, avoiding plagiarism, accurately representing findings, respecting research participants, using data carefully, acknowledging limitations, or approaching scholarship with humility.

3. Describe how your developing research skills can help you better become a disciple of Jesus Christ and serve individuals, families, communities, and/or the social work profession.
4. Identify one specific way you will try to approach your research paper and/or data analyses with greater integrity, humility, compassion, or Christlike service.
This part of the assignment is worth 5 points and is graded on thoughtful reflection, clear connection to the four areas, and meaningful application to research, writing, and/or professional development. This will be due on Canvas by 8am on the day of the in-class final exam. 

Part 2- In class: The in-class final exam portion will cover all class lectures, discussions, and assignments from the midterm to the end of the semester. It will be composed of true/false, multiple choice, STATA exercises, and various short answer questions (test format and details are subject to change at the professor’s discretion). This part of the assignment helps meet all five Course Outcomes and all four BYU Aims. As part of the final, you will turn in your do file that you have kept and used throughout the semester. This assignment helps meet course outcomes 1 and 5 and BYU Aims- Character Building, Spiritually Strengthening. This part will account for 10 points toward your overall grade.

Paper 1: Introduction and Literature Review
This assignment is the beginning of a research paper that you will write over the course of your first year in the BYU MSW program. You will choose a research topic based on the variables available to you in the dataset provided by the instructor (or a dataset of your choosing that has been approved by the instructor). See the example publishable paper on Canvas. This will include the introduction and literature review (including the theoretical model). This will also include putting together a table of your descriptive statistics. This assignment helps meet Course Outcome 4 and BYU Aim: Intellectually Enlarging. This will account for 25 points toward your overall grade. The peer review portion will account for an additional 2 points toward your overall grade. 

Paper 2: First Draft of Method Section
Paper 2 builds on the Introduction, Literature Review, and descriptive work completed in Paper 1 by adding the Method section of your research paper. The purpose of this assignment is to prepare you for the next stage of your research project in Winter semester, when you will continue developing your methods, conduct statistical analyses, and complete your research paper.

Using the same research question, dataset, population, and variables developed in Paper 1, you will write a first draft of the Method section, including the following subsections: Participants, Procedure, Measures, and Data Analysis. Your Method section should clearly describe who was included in the study, how the data were collected, how the major variables were measured, and how you plan to analyze the data. This assignment helps meet Course Outcomes 3 and 4 and the BYU Aim: Intellectually Enlarging. This assignment will account for 5 points toward your overall grade.

