
Name_________________ 

BYU ID________________ 

MSW Statement of Intent 

Your Statement of Intent should not exceed 8 pages, double-spaced. Please include in your 
statement of intent the bolded titles listed below with your responses in this order. Complete your 
responses then upload the entire document to your application. 

1. Insights from your family of origin (1500 characters max):
Your current insights on your experiences growing up in your family of origin and how it has
impacted where you are today.

2. Choice of Emphasis (1500 characters max):

• Please indicate your choice of emphasis: CLINICAL or RESEARCH

• Please indicate why you have chosen this emphasis

3. Experience:
Please describe up to three (3) of your paid, internship or volunteer experiences that are most
relevant to social work or human services. You may also include growth-producing experiences
in leadership, travel, military, or religious service, etc.
*For each experience, please list:

a. Your role or job title.
b. If it was paid or volunteer.
c. The start and end dates.
d. The average hours per week.

Experience 1:  
Description of your role or job (350 characters max). 
Main takeaways (350 characters max). 

Experience 2:  
Description of your role or job (350 characters max). 
Main takeaways (350 characters max). 

Experience 3:  
Description of your role or job (350 characters max). 
Main takeaways (350 characters max).

4. Adjusting to Change (1500 characters max):
Describe a situation in which you had to adjust to changes over which you had no control. How 
did you feel about it? What did you do? 



5. Working with Others (1500 characters max):
Describe a situation in a social work type setting in which you had to work with someone who
you found to be very different from you in your life situation, life experience, values, and/or
lifestyle. How did you feel about it? What did
you do?

6. BYU Mission (1500 characters max):
United by our common primary identity as children of God, BYU values equal opportunity. We
also value and embrace the variety of individual characteristics, life experiences and
circumstances, perspectives, talents, and gifts of each member of the BYU community and the
richness and strength they bring in helping create and support an environment of covenant
belonging centered in Jesus Christ. Candidates with experience in and commitment to working
with others from a variety of backgrounds are encouraged to apply. Additionally, a BYU
education will be spiritually strengthening. BYU students have a unique opportunity to seek
learning by study and by faith.

Please describe what you would contribute to our university community and the reasons why you 
want to learn in an environment like this.  


